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S/L
observes
Universal

Health

Coverage
Day -

By Mohamed J. Bah

. The Deputy Minister and
other members on the
high table
The  Ministry = of
Health and Sanitation

in collaboration with -

the World  Health
Organization - on
Thursday 12th December
2019, commemorated the
International  Universal
Health Coverage (UHC)
Day with the theme “ Keep
the Promise.” December
12 is the anniversary of
the firstunanimous United
Nations resolution calling:
See page 2
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QUOTING HIM

“Gradﬂate must
not serve their own
interest and those
of the exploiting

classes but those of the
popular masses ”

By David Thoronka
.. The Chairand Leader of the
National Grand Coalition

(NGC) Party, Dennis Bright,
has come out with “guns

- ablazing”, in their monthly

press briefing, hammering
home the numerous reasons
for the guirent state of

IVol. 25 No. 226 Friday December 13,2019 Price Le: 2,000 Proudly Sierra Leonean . |

New blood transfusmn
Center opens at PCMH

By Ade Campbell
. To mark this year’s Universal

Health Coverage (UHC) day
Government in collaboration
with the Ministry of
Health and  Sanitation
commissioned a state-of-the-
art blood transfusion center,
at the Princess Christian
Maternity Hospital (PCMH),
along Fourah Bay road.

Universal health coverage is
about ensuring all people can
get quality health services,
where and when they need

them, without suffering
financial hardship.
Too many people are

currently missing out on
health coverage and ‘Sierra
Leone is no exception,
especially for women and

Inside of the new facility

children in remote rural
communities who continue to
die as a result of hemorrhage,
a leading cause of maternal
and child mortality.

To bridge this gap and reduce
the number of deaths, the
Italian Government which
has made great progress
in UHC supported the

‘Government to establish a

new blood transfusion center
of International standards to
assist health workers provide
safe blood, to save more
lives. .

According to the Director
for the Italian Association
for Solidarity among
People (AISPO) Federico
Daelli, AISPO works with
deve]oping countries  to
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screngthen and improve on
blood services, which he
described as an essential
commodity in health care
delivery.

He explained that the
construction of the new blood
center took 9 months and it
is equipped with an all truly
western system of blood
service operation found in
developed countries.
“Universal in UHC means for
all without discrimination,
therefore 1 am expecting that
the western area regional
blood transfusion center will

benefit the most vulnerable -

who make use of the facility”.
Daelli narrated that the center

economic hardship.

He said the common man and
woman is experiencing an
economic emergency and as
the only leading and credible
opposition party now in the
country, they:have decided
to take the lead in fighting

for the welfare of all Sierra

Leoneans.
Bright said they conduq
an, eco‘:mf;;, W
the hardsh:ps*"’ahd made
recommendations for
governments® consideration.
He said that they expected
key economic operators like
See page 4 |
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ECOWAS Court
rejects Gov’t
ban on pregnant

girls attending
school and

writing

The regional Economic
Community - of West
African States’ (ECOWAS)
Community Court of Justice,
yesterday, 12 December2019,
rejected the ban imposed by
Sierra Leone’s government
preventing pfegnant girls
from sitting exams and
attending maingtream school.
Authorities in Sierra Leotie
must now implement this
judgment without delay.

Marta Colomer, Amnesty
International West  and
Central Africa Acting Deputy
Director Campaigns said,
“Today’s ruling is a landmark
moment for the thousands of
girls who have been excluded
from school, and whose right
to access education without
discrimination has been
violated... because of this
inherently  discriminatory
ban” The ban, officially
imposed in 2015 by the
then Minister of Education,
Minkailu Bah, put the rights

exams

many girls were affected
by the ban. Official figures
suggest 3,000, but expen%
indicate that the true figure i
far higher, possibly close ¢
20,000.

The ECOWAS Court founJ
that the policy barring
pregnant school girls fro

attending mainstream schooljf
amdunted to discrimination
agamst pregnant _schoo!
girls in Sierra Le‘eue, aud

breached provisions of thj
African Charter on Human

- and Peoples’ Rights and other

international law instruments
to which Sierra Leone ig
party. It ordered the policy
be revoked with 1mmed:a.ia
effect.

On 17 May 2017, a Sierra
Leonean NGO (WAVES) in
partmership with Equality
Now and IHRDA, filed a case
before the ECOWAS Court
to challenge the ban. In Jun
2019, Amnesty Intemationzj
intervened as a “friend of thﬁ

is fully computerized t0 ¢ 4oucands of girls under court”,
See pagez threat. It is not clear how See pagez
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'mamy health
5ystem which is under the
universal health coverage.

He appealed, “We need all |

stakeholders to come onboard
to get the UHC right.”
In his address, the Deputy

T.T Samba maintained that
health is a basic human right,
which must be upheld. He
said UHC has been included
in. the new -Sustainable
Development Goals for 2015-
2030, adopted by the United
Nations. Dr Samba explained
that 1hie UHC has three main
principles wlich arc equity,
quality and safety He said
the commzmoration aims at
raising awareness of the need
for strong and resilient health
system and universal health
coverage.

A WHO and UNICEF survey
in 2015 reported that 38% of
healthcare facilities surveyed
did not have access to a basic
water sousie, and 35% lacked
the materials necessary for
people to wash their hands
effectively.  The

survey

"“The Deputy Head of DFID

Sandra Baldwin said they
welcome the idea to work
with “the Government of
Sierra . Leone,  mainly . to
improve the health situation

“of women and children. She
Chief' Medical Officer Dr

said WHC is a long-term
multidimensional challenge,
which can be achieved.
Making a statement on behalf
of CISMAT Paul Bangura
said UHC is key to every
individual, adding that health
is wealth. DBangura said
affordability, availability and
more investment is mostly
needed in the health sector,
which are challenges in many
communities.

Giving the key note address
the Deputy Minister of Health
and Sanitation 1 Dr Anthony
A. Sandi said * UHC means
that all people, irrespective
of their social status should
have access to the health care
they need, when and where
they need them without
financial hardship.”

Dr Sandy concluded that
in line with keeping to the
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work which sometimes is
responsible for the mixing
up., of blood test results
unknuwmgtv “The solar
powered center »\hll provide
245 hanr ekecmmty which
means 1o, more running

d o gel ople. wgo
ares ,ﬁt) - properly  screene
1o ﬂ&m& blood \rhtch

Prov;dmg blood takes a lot
of effort, and this was why
the President of the National
Blood donor Association,
Desmond Lewis called on
Government to show more
commitment 10 people who
voluntarily donate blood and
encourage more 1o see it as
a civic responsibility to give
blood, a commodity that is
not for sale.

He outlined the many
challenges the 5,000 more
volunteers are going through,
noting that records can prove
that demotivation over the

New blood transfusion Center opens at PCMH

- yearshasdwindledthenumber
- reduce the burden of paper

of blood volunteers. “We are
not given the recognition we
deserve and we provide the
commodity to save lives. The
doctor who takes care of the
sick also needs blood, when
in need to survive”, he said.
As the highest blood donor

~ volunteer in the country with

108 units of blood donation,

“Lewis says his mission is to

save the lives of more infants
and children through blood
donation.

The Head, National Safe
Blood Services, Professor
Sahr Gevao explained that
having a modem blood
transfusion center has been
his dream, and the dedication
of the new services has
further energized his craving
for research to improve on
safe blood services, in the
country. He added that with
freshly trained laboratory
technicians, the 1.3 million
Euro project will change the
narrative of blood services.
The Minister of Health
and Sanitation, Dr. Alpha
Wurie while  formally
commissioning the new
facility said UHC is not just
about medical treatment for
individuals, but also includes
services forall the population,
and providing safe blood
services to save lives is very
important in health -service
delivery.

“UHC enables everyone
to access the services that
address the most important
causes of disease and death
and ensures that the quality of

Dr Wurie holding hands with Italian Counsel, Pefer 4
Bayuku Conteh looks on o

those services is good enough
to improve the health of the
people who receive them”.
He noted that in 2018
Government'sbudgettowards
health sector was 6.7%, but
now it stands at 10.6% which
is a demonstration and show
of commitment to improve
the sector.

“As a people we are very
grateful to the people and
Government of Italy and'with

an additional IOW i

approved, other regions will *
also benefit modern blood
transfusion centers with all

equipment and training that
will make health workers
independent, in their various
regions”.

Dr. Wurie conunended
Minister of Works, Peter
Bayuku Conteh who
established contact with the
Italian Government in 2016
to intervene and upgrade safe
blood services in the country.
The health and sanitation
minister assured that by 2030,
Sierma 'Leone would ~have -
eene a long way in achieving
goal 3 in the SDG’s



